
"Empowering Voices, Celebrating Strength 
A Tribute to Women on International Women's Day"

DSSP celebrated International Women's Day with enthusiasm and
commitment, acknowledging the invaluable contributions of women in
various aspects of life. The event, held on February 25th, at the
Karachi Marriott Hotel aimed to honor and empower women while
advocating for gender equality.

The celebration kicked off with a series of impactful speeches
recognizing the achievements of women in diverse fields,
emphasizing the need for equal opportunities and representation.
DSSP took this opportunity to shed light on the challenges women
face globally and locally, emphasizing the importance of fostering an
inclusive society.

DSSP also organized an interactive session by a very Talented
professional, motivational speaker & life coach Marriam Ahmed with
discussions, providing a safe platform for women to share their
experiences, achievements, and insights. These activities aimed to
inspire and motivate women to overcome obstacles and pursue their
aspirations fearlessly.

In conclusion, DSSP's International Women's Day Lunch celebration
was a meaningful and impactful event.
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Childhood is the time when all that has been happening around us, with us, leave
a lasting imprint. For most of us, childhood memories are blurred, and the bad
ones may be distorted, for sometimes, our brain may automatically block out the
traumatic ones and you may not remember at all. But they are there. Just
because we can’t recollect those memories, doesn’t mean we do not feel their
impact. You may have forgotten what happened, but you will always remember
how you felt.

· What is trauma?
In the simplest of words, trauma is a “response” to an overwhelmingly disturbing
event that took place in your life that distressed you either emotionally or
physically.

· How it still affects you
Trauma resurfaces. For it’s there in you. Something that happened years ago
may still have a very strong influence on how you behave, take certain decisions,
your defense mechanisms, and your life in general, whether you realize it or not.
And not realizing is the worst part. No matter how old you get, childhood trauma
will always haunt you unless you find a way to handle it, by professional help, to
minimize the effects up to some extent.

· Accepting trauma does not make you weak
Some people may decline to accept trauma at all. Thinking, that now as they
have grown older and wiser, whatever happened was something “small” and
“petty” and they can’t still be upset or hurt about that “little” thing even after all
this time. No. The event may seem like nothing to you now, but it mattered then.
The event may have come and gone but what you experienced was real. It
mattered then and it matters now. You are not weak for accepting this. The
sooner you come to terms with your demons and traumas, the better chances
there are for you to do something about it.

· It’s real!
It is incredible that the mindset still exists which leads people to believe
whatever is happening to a child will cease to affect him once the child grows
up. Or that the child will snap out of it. He will forget. And honestly, it can’t get
any more screwed up.
It’s dangerous how most people don’t even recognize this. Especially the parent
and the guardians.

by Jocelyn Fernandes
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Guests from Papua New Guinea Association of Administrative Professionals

INTERNATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONAL DAY/WEEK
CELEBRATIONS BY ASA ASSOCIATIONS

Philippines

Snapshot from the Philippine Association of Secretaries &
Administrative Professionals, Inc. PAS held an Administrative
Professionals Summit on April 24th at the Ceremonial Hall in the Marriott
Grand Ballroom. Attendees were welcomed nationwide for an inspiring
day of engagement and learning. Special mention to Mea Lou Isaac and
Eleanor Gebone from PNGAAP (Papua New Guinea), were among the
distinguished guests.The keynote speaker Atty. Leila de Lima, former
Senator of the Republic of the Philippines, share her insights.



Sri Lanka(host of the ASA Congress in 2024)

Sri Lanka Association of Administrative and Professional
Secretaries(SLAAPS) commenced with their APW flag day at the USA
Embassy by pinning the Flag to the USA Ambassador HE Mrs Julie Chung.
It was a wonderful experience for the team as HE gave us a tour of the
newly renovated US embassy in Colombo Sri Lanka which was built
according to a greenhouse concept. Simultaneously SLAAPS announced
the ASA Congress dates oicially via a paper supplement which also
carried a message from The ASA Secretary General. This was followed by
the Secretaries Fellowship Night, a night full of entertainment and fun
activities. A celebration to celebrate all Secretaries and Administrators.





S i n g a p o r e

S i n g a p o r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e P r o f e s s i o n a l s ( S A A P ) h e l d  2
e v e n t s  o n  1 6  A p r i l  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  A P W

T h a i l a n d

O n  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 5 ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d
S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  T h a i l a n d ( A P S A T ) t o o k  m e m b e r s  t o  v i s i t  t h e
P a r l i a m e n t ,  f o r  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  t o u r .  T h e y  w e r e
b r i e f e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t e a m  ( w h o  a l l  u s e  s h o r t h a n d  i n
e v e r y  m e e t i n g ) .  I t  w a s  f u l f i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a l
k n o w l e d g e  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  m u c h  i n  n e e d  t h e r e .



APD dinner on 24 April as 8 attendees of the 25th ASA Congress reunited,



Below is their Executive Committee 2024-2025:

Bangladesh

AdminPro Day was celebrated by Administrative Professionals Welfare Association
ofBangladesh(APWAB)

Sitting from Left: M A Wadud,Asst. Gen Secretary, Dilnaz Begum,Gen Secretary, Dilara Ahmed,
President, Roselin Sarder, Vice President, Rosie Gomes, Treasurer, Lina Haider, Asst. Treasurer

Standing from Left: Fauzia Begum, Ujjal Raha and Sunita Barua, Members








